
Personal Thanks
from Alyssa Smith and her mom, Shanda

The Kindervelt Psychiatric Emergency Assessment Center has at least two big fans – 
Alyssa Smith and her mom, Shanda. 

“We’re so excited to have something like this in the emergency department,” says 
Shanda. “Having a child in the middle of a mental health crisis is overwhelming 
enough without adding in the chaos of the emergency room on top of it. This will help 
a lot of kids and their families when they need it most.”

Alyssa has struggled with her mental health since she was just 3 years old, when 
she would have intense mood swings, erratic behavior and issues with sleeping. Her 
parents searched for answers and finally found a psychiatrist who helped them 
get a handle on Alyssa’s mental health. 

By the time she was in kindergarten, however, Alyssa’s mental health issues began to
worsen. In second grade, she was admitted as an inpatient at Cincinnati Children’s 
for psychiatric care. 

“She was an inpatient twice that year,” Shanda remembers. “All in all, she’s been an inpatient at Cincinnati 
Children’s eight times.”

While Alyssa receives her regular counseling outside of Cincinnati Children’s, her inpatient stays help her to use 
her coping skills and reinforce what she’s learned to help her manage her condition. 

Today, Alyssa is 12 years old – nearly 13 – and is in middle school. Her favorite subjects are Spanish and 
geography, and she’s currently writing three different books. She’s also an avid amateur photographer, thanks to 
the Patiently Made program at Cincinnati Children’s. 

What’s more – Alyssa’s experiences have made her a vocal and strong advocate for kids with mental health 
problems. 

“She believes she has to tell her story so that other people know they’re not alone,” says Shanda. “She doesn’t 
want anyone to feel lonely or like they’re the only ones in the world dealing with these issues.”

At school, Alyssa extends her advocacy and love of helping people to volunteering as a peer tutor for kids with 
multiple special needs. “She’s extremely empathetic,” Shanda smiles. “Helping others helps her, too. It makes me 
so proud of her.”

For both Shanda and Alyssa, Cincinnati Children’s has been an important partner in Alyssa’s journey – and the 
Kindervelt PEACe project will make that partnership even stronger. 

“We’re so grateful to Kindervelt’s amazing donors who make this much 
needed space possible,” says Shanda. “Having a dedicated, supportive 
place for kids in a mental health crisis within the emergency room not only 
helps these children and their families through a scary time, but it helps 
save lives.”
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Alyssa Smith and her family 
celebrating at Gala
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From the President

The	  holiday	  season	  is	  upon	  us	  and	  our	  focus	  turns	  to	  family,	  friends	  
and	  loved	  ones.	  	  Spending	  9me	  together	  is	  what	  makes	  the	  
holidays	  so	  special.	  In	  this	  9me	  of	  celebra9on,	  please	  take	  9me	  to	  
reflect	  on	  your	  commitment	  to	  the	  Kindervelt	  family.	  We	  are	  a	  
diverse	  wide-‐spread	  group	  with	  a	  common	  cause…to	  help	  children.	  	  
This	  is	  something	  every	  one	  of	  us	  should	  be	  thankful	  for	  and	  proud	  
of.	  

I	  am	  thrilled	  to	  say	  that	  Kindervelt	  Gala	  and	  Kindervelt	  KraDs	  were	  
both	  huge	  successes.	  	  Thank	  you	  to	  all	  three	  chairs,	  Kathy	  Roth,	  
Kris9n	  Rose,	  and	  Bonnie	  Heuneman,	  for	  puHng	  their	  heart	  and	  
soul	  into	  these	  events.	  	  I	  have	  heard	  nothing	  but	  posi9ve	  remarks	  
on	  both.	  	  We	  are	  very	  fortunate	  to	  have	  such	  talented	  dedicated	  
Kindervelt	  members	  to	  take	  on	  these	  projects.	  	  Thank	  you,	  too,	  to	  
every	  group	  that	  par9cipated	  by	  supplying	  baked	  goods,	  craD	  
items,	  silent	  auc9on	  items	  and	  so	  much	  more.	  Together	  we	  can	  do	  
so	  much!

On	  behalf	  of	  the	  City	  Board	  of	  Trustees	  and	  myself,	  we	  wish	  you	  
and	  your	  families	  the	  most	  joyous	  holiday	  season	  and	  a	  happy	  
healthy	  new	  year.



I would like to thank the Kraft Committee and all the Kraft Reps for a job well done.  We 
have finished the the Kraft Show, our two mini Kraft and Bakery sales and the Gala Bake 
sale.  This couldn't have been possible without the help of a very good committee, 
wonderful Kraft Reps and the support of the Kindervelt members for all their hard work.  
Everyone went one step beyond to make the First Kindervelt Krafts a 
success!                                         

A special thank you to Kathy Roth and Kristin Rose for all their support in making the 
transition of the Kraft Show and Gala go so smoothly. 

Bonnie Hueneman 
Kindervelt Krafts Chair

Kindervelt  Krafts

Chair, Bonnie Hueneman, greets 
those waiting at St. Mary Church

KV President, Tracy Smith, and Chair, Bonnie 
Hueneman, getting ready



ala!!



Dear	  members	  of	  Kindervelt,
Thank	  you	  so	  very	  much	  for	  your	  support	  of	  the	  41<=	  annual	  Gala.	  We	  truly	  appreciate	  your	  support	  and	  
inspiration,	  as	  Gala	  became	  a	  stand-‐alone	  event.	  You	  pushed	  us	  to	  think	  outside	  the	  box	  to	  include	  online	  
bidding	  with	  Gesture,	  to	  promote	  Kindervelt	  and	  our	  mission	  on	  morning	  television	  programs,	  and	  to	  
increase	  our	  visibility	  through	  social	  media	  on	  Facebook	  and	  Instagram.	  
Our	  Champion	  Speaker,	  Alyssa	  Smith,	  gave	  a	  heartfelt	  story	  of	  her	  history	  with	  anxiety	  mental	  illness.	  The	  
support	  of	  CCHMC	  and	  her	  family	  have	  guided	  her	  thus	  far	  and	  KV	  PEACe	  will	  beneQit	  so	  many	  children	  like	  
her	  who	  enter	  the	  doors	  of	  CCHMC.
Special	  thanks	  go	  out	  to	  Clear	  Arc	  as	  our	  corporate	  sponsor	  and	  KV	  President,	  Tracy	  Smith,	  for	  her	  
guidance	  and	  encouragement.	  We	  look	  forward	  to	  2017	  as	  we	  pass	  the	  ‘truck	  keys’	  to	  Diana	  Scrimmizi	  and	  
her	  Steering	  Committee	  for	  next	  year’s	  gala.
We	  are	  grateful	  for	  our	  Steering	  Committee	  who	  gave	  more	  than	  100%	  in	  planning	  to	  transform	  Cooper	  
Creek	  to	  an	  exciting	  Masquerade	  Ball	  featuring	  an	  open	  bar,	  Mask	  on/off	  game,	  auction	  and	  rafQle	  items,	  
and	  not	  to	  forget	  the	  Second	  Wind	  Band	  that	  transported	  us	  onto	  the	  dance	  Qloor	  to	  celebrate	  Kindervelt	  
and	  KV	  PEACe.	  
With	  humble	  regards,

Kathy	  Roth	  and	  Kristin	  Rose

Rick Floyd of Clear Arc, 
corporate sponsor

Tracy Smith, KV Citywide 
President, with husband, Mithcell

2016 Gala Steering 
Committee



Upcoming  Events

Bake Sales - CCHMC

Friday, December 2nd - KV #68
Monday, December 5th - KV #16 

http://www.fox19.com/clip/12887871/kindervelt-ball

Check out Kindervelt’s very own Kristin Rose 
and Tracy Smith talking all things Kindervelt with 

Frank Marzullo on Fox19!

http://www.fox19.com/clip/12887871/kindervelt-ball


On-Going Projects



TidbitsGratitudes

Matching Gifts
If your or your spouse’s company provides 
“gift matching” - why not use it for all of 
your Kindervelt giving?  This is a great way 
to give more, without having to open your 
wallet.
Contact your employer’s Human Resource 
office for more information.

KV #68 - Many thanks to Diana Peters & Pat Wahl for 
being our Kindervelt Krafts, Bakery & Gala Reps. 
Great teamwork, KV #68 in donating to Bucket of Cheer 
& American Girl Doll Raffles, as well as buying and 
selling chances, krafting, baking & volunteering to work. 
KV #68 appreciates all the friends and family who also 
contributed donations to Krafts, Bakery, Gala & Raffles.

KV #78 - A heartfelt "thank you" goes out to all the 
members of our group who baked, crafted, sewed, 
painted, glued, or helped in any way with getting our 
crafts ready for the Kindervelt Krafts events.  As 
always, we owe special gratitude to Mary Beth Young 
and Nancy Morton who lead our efforts.  Mary Beth not 
only comes up with ideas, sews her heart out, and 
teaches the rest of us what to do, but also opens her 
home to our fall crafting and group meetings.  Thanks 
also to our members, their spouses, children, and 
friends who supported and attended Gala.  A fun time 
was had by all!

KV #8 - Many, many thanks to Ruth Morley (chairman) 
and the elves on her committee for their hard work and 
never ending enthusiasm in orchestrating this year’s 
North Pole Express fundraiser! Ruth, we are so grateful 
for the years you have chaired this event – your energy, 
ideas, and willingness to do anything and everything 
have been invaluable. We would also like to express 
our appreciation to all the KV#8 members (and their 
families!) who braved the cold and blustery day (and 
various kinds of precipitation) and all who contributed to 
another successful year!

 

KV #78 - We are happy to welcome back to Kindervelt 
two wonderful ladies who used to belong to the Clermont 
County group, and are now rejoining as "Eastsiders" -- 
Ann Friedmann and Lisa Robison.  Welcome to our 
group, ladies!  We are thrilled to have you!

KV #8 - Survivor League Update - The competition for 
first place is heating up as we enter the last 5 games of 
the regular season.  The league of 43 participants is now 
down to 4 that are still alive heading into week 12. The 
challenge will increase as each winning team is removed 
from the list that is available for the survivors to choose. 
The chance for upsets increasing.  We should have a 
winner soon. Good Luck and pick wisely!   

KV #8 - Also, now that College Basketball is underway,   
a reminder that we will be hosting the March Madness 
Bracket Tournament again this year.  

KV #57 - We had a great 
time selling Bean Soup 
at the Landen Craft Show,
November 19th.  Here is 
Nancy Gerstner, our Soup 
Guru, promoting the 
deliciousness!

KV #19 - Plans are well underway for Lunch at the Links 
on April 29, 2017. Our theme is New York, New York and 
the ladies have been working away on fun, new things to 
have at the luncheon! Just a reminder that we will be 
having our Annual Christmas Party on  Wednesday, 
December 14, at 7:00 at Jackie’s house at 4478 Maxwell 
Drive.   Everyone is asked to bring a wrapped, $20 gift 
for the gift exchange….which is always a ton of fun. Also 
please bring an appetizer or dessert to share and the 
wine will be provided! An additional reminder email will 
be sent prior to the party. Be sure to let Jackie know if 
you will be there!

KV #50 - On Monday, November 14, the Ladies of 
Kindervelt 50 hosted an exclusive fashion show and 
luncheon featuring the Best of Saks Fifth Avenue. 
Chrissie Blatt Creative and Saks Fifth Avenue 
transformed Kenwood Country Club into a high-end 
fashion house. A crowd of over 275 Kindervelt 
supporters shopped, mingled and raised funds for the 
Kindervelt Psychiatric Emergency Assessment Center at 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center.

KV #12 - Congratulations to Kathy 
Sherlock!  She won the Grand 
Raffle, Holiday Tub of Cheer, 
at Kindervelt Gala, November 11! 

Applause!
KV #68 - Congratulations to Bonnie Hueneman on a 
job well done as this year's chair of Kindervelt Krafts & 
Bakery.

KV #16 - Congratulations to our entire group for this 
past month's fund raisers -- Bunco, Bake sale, 
American Girl doll clothes, and Kraft sales from all the 
venues. You've done a marvelous job of "raising funds, 
while having fun" at every event.  It's so easy when 
everyone contributes however they can.

KV #22 - The women of KV22 give a SHOUT OUT to 
the Gala 2016 co-chairs, Kathy Roth and Kristin Rose! 
We are pleased to have you represent us on the 
Steering Committee for Gala. You did an 
OUTSTANDING job with your Steering Committee and 
we are thrilled to have you back after some much 
needed downtime! Cheers!



More Group News

With gloves protecting little hands, many 
children took the time to visit our letter-writing 
station and deposit their special postcard into 

the direct-to-Santa mailbox.

Families, large and small, turned out for KV#8's 
18th annual Kindervelt North Pole Express on 
Saturday, Nov. 19, in Lebanon, Ohio.  Despite 

the brisk weather, many donned pajamas, 
replicating the train experience in book that 

inspired this event, The Polar Express.

The crowning glory was individual time for 
each child with Santa Claus, who presented the 

young riders one of his sleigh bells.

On board the train, the riders were entertained 
with a rendition of the famous book, The Polar 

Express, and joined the lively singing of holiday 
carols.

KV  #8  18th  Annual  Kinder2elt  Nor5h  Pole  Ex9ress

KV#22

Suppor5ing

Kinder2elt

Gala



Contact Mindi Williams
mindi.williams@gmail.com

513-324-7640
Available at 12/5 President’s Council too!

KV #8 Christmas Tree Sale

December 3, 2016 9 A.M. - 4 P.M. 
December 4, 2016 12 P.M. - 4 P.M. 

Held	  at	  the	  tennis	  courts	  on	  Spring3ield	  Pike	  
across	  from	  Fleming	  Rd.	  in	  Wyoming.	  

Sale	  includes	  a	  variety	  of	  fresh-‐cut	  trees,	  
wreaths,	  and	  rope	  garland.	  Join	  us	  and	  get	  a	  

start	  of	  your	  holiday	  decorating!

For	  more	  information,	  contact	  
Jackie	  at	  513-‐948-‐9972



Koins for Kids
New Inserts Available!!

New inserts for your Koins for Kids 
boxes with the KVPEACe division 

are available at President’s Council

Contact Mimi Dyer
kvcsecretary@kindervelt.org 

513-675-4089

Eat at City Barbeque and raise money for Kindervelt!
                      Please join us for a special fundraising event.

         25% of your purchase will be donated back to Kindervelt!

Name of group: Kindervelt of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical

Date of fundraiser: December 6th, 2016
          Participating Locations: West Chester, Voice of America Centre, Blue Ash, Kenwood Rd. 

Good all day on Dine In & Carry Out Orders
Note: If ordering carry out for large groups, please use our Pig Up ‘n Go Menu.

Flyer must be presented at time of order to receive credit for the sale.

Flyers cannot be passed out on City Barbeque property. Fundraiser cannot be combined with
other promotions or offers. Not valid on gift card purchases.

Check out our menus and Order Online at www.citybbq.com
We look forward to serving you to help raise money for your organization!

2017 Annual Meeting

Wednesday, May 17th

Cincinnati Woman’s Club

http://kvcsecretary@kindervelt.org
http://www.citybbq.com


Mimi Dyer
kvcsecretary@kindervelt.orgCorresponding Secretary
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